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count  of  third-degree  sexual 
abuse  with  a  15-yeareoU  boy. 

According  to  oregonlive 
com,  the  web  site  for  the  Ore¬ 
gonian  newspaper  in  Portland, 
Or.,  Terry  Beam,  66,  of  Port¬ 
land  and  his  former  boyfriend, 
Kiah  L  Lawson,  25,  are  each 
accused  of  having  sex  in  a  ho¬ 
tel  room  in  Eugene,  Or.,  with 


through  an  online  gay 


Judge  sweeps  away  same  sex  marriage  ban 

By  William  H.  Parkin*  Jr,  “The  court  concludes  that  same  sex  marriage  ban  \io-  peals  for  the  Fifth  Circuit  in  “What  are  we  as  followers 

Editor  Mississippi’s  same  sex  marriage  lates  the  Due  Process  and  Equ.d  New  Orleans.  of  Christ  and  members  of  His 

ban  deprives  same  sex  couples  Protection  clauses  of  the  Four-  If  Fifth  Circuit  judges  do  church  to  do?’  asked  Jimmy 

U.S.  District  Judge  Carlton  an<^  their  children  of  equal  teenth  Amendment.’  not  take  action  on  Reeves'  Porter,  executive  director  of 

W.  Reeves  in  Jackson  on  Nov.  dignity  under  the  law,’  wrote  Reeves  then  granted  a  two-  ruling  within  the  two-week  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Chris- 

25  struck  down  Mississippi’s  Reeves,  a  2010  appointee  of  week  stay  of  his  ruling  at  the  period,  the  real  possibility  ex-  tian  Action  Commission  in 

hard-fought  state  constitution  U.S.  President  Barack  Obama,  request  of  state  officials  de-  isis  that  Mississippi's  circuit  Jackson,  after  the  ruling  was 

amendment  legally  defining  ‘Gay  and  lesbian  citizens  can-  fending  the  amendment,  in  clerks  will  soon  be  forced  to  is-  handed  down.  ’First,  we  must 

marriage  as  between  a  man  not  be  subjected  to  such  second  order  for  an  appeal  to  go  for-  sue  marriage  licenses  to  same  - 

and  a  woman.  class  citizenship.  Mississippi’s  ward  to  the  U.S.  Court  of  Ap-  sex  couples. 


Bangladesh  pastors  arrested 


Two  accused 
of  ‘hurting 
religious 
sentiments’ 

DHAKA.  Bangladesh  (BP)  — 

Two  pastors  in  northwestern 
Bangladesh  could  each  face  two 
years  in  prison  if  convicted  of 
‘hurting  religious  sentiments.* 

Police  arrested  the  pastors 
Nov.  9  along  with  41  people 
listening  to  their  preaching  at 
a  rented  house  in  Nabinagar 
village,  186  miles  northwest 
of  Dhaka.  At  least  too  Mus¬ 
lims  disrupted  the  Christian 
meeting  and  began  ’jabbing’ 
vt  the  church  leaders'  faces, 
sources  said. 

The  41  listeners,  who  were 
detained  along  with  their 
children,  were  released  that 
night  The  pastors  of  Faith 
Bible  Church  of  God  were  not 
released  on  bail  until  Nov.  17. 
They  were  charged  with  "hurt¬ 
ing  religious  sentiments*  and 
luring  Muslims  to  convert  by 
offering  money. 

The  church  leaders  deny 
both  charges.  "We  did  not  tell 
anything  to  anyone  that  might 
hurt  religious  sensibility,*  one 
of  the  pastors,  said.  *We  did  not 
offer  any  money  to  anyone  to  be 
converted  to  Christianity.* 

An  ares  source  told  Morning 
Star  News  on  condition  of  ano¬ 
nymity  that  the  incident  caused 
a  furor  among  local  Muslims. 
’More  than  100  Muslims  head¬ 
ed  by  local  Jamaat-e-lslami 
party  members  and  Muslim 
denes  gathered  at  the  house 
and  started  barking  questions 
at  the  pastors  —  why  did  they 
propagate  Christianity  in  the 
locality  and  convert  some  of 
them?4  the  source  said. 
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Islamist  leaders  asked  the 
pastors  who  had  given  them 
permission  to  spread  Christi¬ 
anity  in  the  area.  "The  pastors 
replied  that  it  did  not  take  any 
permission  from  any  authority 
to  propagate  any  religion  and 
convert  people  to  any  religion,’ 
the  source  said. 

“Suddenly  the  Muslims  be¬ 
came  apoplectic  with  rage, 
tried  to  pick  a  fight  and  started 
jabbing  the  pastors'  faces.’ 


Founder  of  HRC 
indicted  for  sex 
with  minor  boy 


By  WHKam  H.  Parkins  Jr. 
Editor 


Police  arrived,  detained 
the  pastors  and  those  listen¬ 
ing  to  their  preaching,  and 
took  them  to  the  Lalmonirhat 
police  station.  Local  imams 
filed  a  case  against  the  pas¬ 
tors  the  following  day.  Police 
told  Morning  Star  News  they 
wttt  investigating. 

Sunni  Muslims  constitute 
90%  of  Bangladesh's  population. 

Ma  BANGLADESH  on  p  « 


Bean  founded  the  Human 
Rights  Campaign  (HRC),  which 
recently  set  up  shop  in  Jack- 
son  and  is  spending  $310,000 
in  Mississippi  on  its  ’All  God's 
Children’  campaign  to  con¬ 
vince  the  state's  residents  that 
LGBT  lifestyles  are  equal  in  the 
eyes  of  God  to  more  tradfocxiaBv- 
Bibiical  lifestyles 

HRC  officials  have  said  the 
state's  Baptist  population  is  a 
psrtinilartsrget  of  the  campaign, 
which  includes  prime-time  Re¬ 
vision  commercials  featuring 
Mary  Jane  Kennedy  of  Florence, 
described  on  the  HitC  web  site  as 
a  “Southern  Baptist  mother,’ and 
Stan  Wilson,  pastor  of  Northside 
Church  in  Chilton 

Bean  is  a  personal  friend 
and  fundraiser  for  U.S.  Presi¬ 
dent  Barack  Obauia,  a  fre¬ 
quent  guest  at  The  White 
House,  and  has  flown  on  Air 
One  with  the  President. 
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The  little  entanglements 

he  other  day  1  looked  down  from 


my  office  desk  and  saw  a  gigantic 
cockroach.  Fortunately,  this  road 


me.  It  had  gotten  caught  in  a  thin,  al¬ 
most  unnoticeable  spider’s  web.  The  web 
was  so  imperceptible  that  you  almost 
couldn’t  even  see  the  spider  that  was 
now  slowly  making  its  way  to  the  flailing 
cockroach.  The  faster  the  roach  moved 
in  the  web  the  more  it  got  entangled,  and 
the  more  it  got  entangled  the  swifter  its 
imminent  destruction. 

I  couldn't  help  but  wonder  how  ironic 
that  something  so  much  stronger  was 
about  to  be  devoured  by  something  so 
much  weaker.  I  mean,  Dug-to-bug,  it 

would  have  been  no  contest.  The  spider  - - 

should've  been  running  from  him,  but  the  exponentially  smaller 
spider  had  this  one  decisive  advantage. 

Its  victim  was  ensnared. 

The  moment  that  roach  stepped  into 
that  web,  it  was  only  a  matter  of  time  be¬ 
fore  it  would  be  destroyed.  It’s  the  same 
with  us. 

There’s  a  web  waiting  for  you  around 
the  corner,  and  it’s  got  your  name  on  it. 

In  fact,  it's  even  closer  than  that.  The 
sticky  strings  set  out  to  destroy  you  are 
within  you.  Sound  a  little  dramatic? 

Check  out  what  Paul  said  about  himself: 

“So  I  find  this  law  at  work:  When  I  want 
to  do  good,  evil  is  right  there  with  me. 

For  in  my  inner  being  I  delight  in  God’s 
law;  but  I  see  another  law  at  work  in  the 
members  of  my  body,  waging  war  against 
the  law  ofmy  mind  and  making  me  a 


Guest  opinion 

with  Katie  McCoy 


A  mined  world 

T-*  very  generation  likely  If  we  ever  needed  a  Pri 

H  believes  that  they  lived  or  Peace,  we  need  Him  now. 
JL-Ja-e  living  at  the  pinnacle  We  need  a  Prince  of  Pe 


Make  no  mistake,  whatever yourpos- 
ture  towards  it  may  be  right  now,  wher¬ 
ever  you  are  in  relationship  to  the  web,  it 
is  serious  stuff.  Life  and  death  serious. 

How  can  we  see  through  the  sticky 
webs  of  compromise?  By  seeing  Jesus 
in  all  of  His  glory  and  worth  and  mag¬ 
nificence,  which  transforms  us  "into  the 
same  image  from  one  degree  ofglory  to 
another"  (2  Corinthians  3:18).  The  same 
Jesus  who  is  for  you  (Psalm  56:9).  Who 
is  good  and  never  holding  out  on  you  (Ps. 
84:11).  Who  cares  about  your  joy  even 
more  than  you  do  (John  15:11, 16:24). 

Maybe  you’re  ensnared  in  the  web 
right  now.  Perhaps  what  looked  like  a 
small  spider  of  sin  is  now  an  enormous 
in-your-face  force  of  destruction.  What 
hope  do  you  have?  Cry  out  to  God  righl 
now,  just  like  Paul  did:  "Wretched  man 
that  I  ami  Who  will  deliver  me  from 


_ jf  my  mind  and  making  me  a 

prisoner  of  the  law  of  sin  at  work  within 
my  members"  (Romans  7:21-255). 

Paul  must’ve  known  about  the  spider 
webs  in  his  life.  He  knew  sin  was  decep¬ 
tive.  He  knew  be  was  free  from  it.  He  - — ~  -- --  ,  ,  .  „  , 

knew  he  was  a  slave  to  righteousness  and  this  body  of  death?  Thanks  be  to  God 
that  there  was  no  possible  way  that  he  through  Jeaua  Christ  our  Lord!"  (Ro- 
could  hang  out,  get  tangled  up,  tod  be  mans  7:24-25). 

comfortable  in  the  web  of  sin.  He  has  killed  all  your  spiders,  no  mat- 

He  also  knew  that  his  sin  nature  ter  how  big  and  ferocious  or  small  and 

was  constantly  working  to  trap  and  en-  familiar  (Colossians  2:13-15).  He  is  guid- 
snarehim.  ing  you  away  from  the  cobwebs  (Psalm 

What  are  the  spiders  in  your  life?  We  18:30-34),  and  He  will  —  He  will  —  keep 
tend  to  think  of  the  big  ones  like  the  you  from  becoming  entangled  again 

giant  Shelob  in  Lord  of  the  Rings,  but  (Jude  1:24). 

more  often  than  not  it's  those  seemingly 

little  things  that,  at  first,  don’t  look  so  McCoy  is  the  editor  of  BiblicalWoman. 

threatening.  They  may  even  be  hiding  in  a  org.  where  this  column  first  appeared, 
corner,  nearly  imperceptible  to  everyone  aha  is  pursuing  a  doctorate  at  Southwest- 
except  the  Guardian  of  your  soul.  era  Seminary  m  ft.  Worth. 


around  him.  Humanitarian  work-  We  need  a  Prince  of  Peace  to 

ers  are  slaughtered  for  political  help  us  overcome  the  pettiness  in 
reasons.  Radical  fundamental-  our  small  lives,  and  invite  us  to 
ists  applaud  the  murders  of  more  become  a  part  of  something  much 
than  3,000  people  killed  on  9/11,  bigger  and  infinitely  more  impor- 
and  declare  that  God  is  glorified  tant  than  ourselves  We  need  a 
by  such  sets.  Prince  of  Peace  to  keep  us  focused 

Our  own  home-grown  ter-  on  the  main  thing  and  deliver  us 
resists  feel  no  sympathy  for  the  from  the  snares  and  distractions 
innocent,  in  the  case  of  Timothy  of  the  Evil  One:  money,  power, 

McVeigh  even  goii  lg  to  his  execu-  sex,  ego,  and  seif-centeredness,  to 
tion  cynically  declaring  the  babies  name  only  a  few. 
murdered  in  his  bombing  of  Thank  God  we  have  been 

Oklahoma  City's  Murrah  Federal  given  just  such  a  Prince  of  Peace 
Building  were  nothing  more  than  in  Jesus  Christ  who,  becaire  he 
"collateral  damage."  walked  among  us  as  one  of  us. 

Meanwhile,  the  streets  of  many  understands  ua  better  that  we 
of  our  great  American  metropo-  understand  ourselves.  Thank  God 

Uses  are  ruled  by  ruthless  gangs  we  have  a  Prince  of  Peace  who 
willing  to  do  anything  to  anybody  serves  even  today  as  the  perfect 
who  stands  b. 'tween  mem  and  example  of  what  our  Heavenly 

their  wildly  lucrative  drug  busi-  Father  expects  of  us.  Thank  God 
ness.  Police  ire  often  out  manned  that  our  Prince  of  Peace  is  more 
and  outgunned,  and  considered  than  sufficient  to  defeat  the  Evil 
by  these  people  as  just  another  One  and  save  us  from  an  eternity 
obstacle  to  be  eliminated  by  what-  of  damnation, 
ever  means  necessary.  This  Christmas,  let  us  lift  our 

Has  human  life  ever  been  voices  in  praise  to  God  and  Son, 
worth  less?  Has  human  deprar-  and  pray  that  all  the  people  of  the 
ity  ever  gone  lower?  Have  we  world  will  one  day  soon  know  the 
ever  been  farther  away  from  our  peace  we  know  that  has  been  so 
Creator  and  Father?  Perhaps,  but  freely  given  to  us  by  the  Savior, 
there’s  no  doubt  the  world  is  in  We’ve  got  a  lot  of  work  to  do. 
bad  shape  at  the  moment  Let's  get  started. 
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SBC  leader:  'Unify,  pray'  after  Ferguson,  Mo.,  unrest 


NASHVIXE  (BP)  —  Hie  unfold-  and  the  created  of  His  creation.' 
ing  Ferguson,  Mo.,  saga  calls  SBC  President  Ronnie  Floyd, 
churches  to  "unify  and  pray  for  pastor  of  Cross  Church  in  north¬ 
ern  nation,*  said  the  president  of  west  Arkansas,  in  a  statement 
National  African  American  Fei-  to  Baptist  Press  said,  "Only  the 

krwship  within  the  South-  , — - ,  Gospel  of  reconciliation 

era  Baptist  Convention  through  Jesus  Christ  can 

(SBC).  heal  the  broken  in  heart, 

K.  Marshall  Williams,  bridge  the  racial  divide 

senior  pastor  of  Nazarene  that  marks  our  society. 

Church  in  Philadelphia,  and  calm  the  passions 

Pa.,  said  in  a  statement  to  |  that  grip  the  human 

Baptist  Press  in  the  hours  heart.  Our  prayers  cor.- 

after  a  grand  jury  report-  J  tmue  for  the  Brown  farm¬ 
ed  its  decision  not  to  in-  f  ly  and  for  the  pastors  and 

diet  a  white  Missouri  po-  WILLIAMS  churches  in  the  Ferguson, 
Ike  officer  in  the  shooting  Mo,  area  and  across  the 

death  of  an  iB-year-oia  African  United  States  as  they  seek  to  min- 
American,  *We  need  to  be  both  ister  the  message  ct  God’s  peace 
an  empethetic  listening  ear  for  to  individuals  in  their  communi- 
the  community  and  herald  forth  ties  who  have  been  impacted  by 
a  prophetic  voice  for  justice  and  this  tragedy  " 
compassion  in  a  spirit  Fred  Utter,  the  SBCs 

of  humility.'  immediate  past  president 

“In  times  like  these,  and  pastor  of  Franklin 

our  love  for  God  must  Avenue  Church  in  New 

manifest  itself  in  tangible  m  Orleans,  told  Baptist 

ways  by  love  for  one  an-  Es^E^^Bd  Press,  The  only  way  that 
other  and  love  for  our  the  racial  problem  will  be 

neighbor,"  Williams  said.  resolved  in  our  country  is 


ANGER  OVER  DECISION  -  Numerous  fires  were  set  in  Ferguaon,  Mo.,  following  the 
decision  Nov.  24  by  a  grand  jury  not  to  indict  Officer  Darren  Wilson  in  the  shooting  death 
of  18-year-old  Michael  Brown.  Proteeters  blocked  highways,  looted  businesses,  and  burned 
buildings  and  cars  throughout  the  evening.  (BP  Photo) 

we  must  trust  the  process  and  the  after  the  grand  jury  announce-  must  haw  "consciences  that  are 
legal  system.  ment  was  made.  sensitive  to  the  problem.” 

"Tlte  fact  is,  the  only  thing  lead-  The  country  hasn't  yet  “sorted  fHjow  can  we  get  there  when 

piob-  ers  can  do  to  usher  in  peace  is  to  through  all  the  evidence  the  grand  white  people  do  not  face  the  same 
jjjjy  speak  in  one  voioe  that  violence  is  jury  saw  (to  know]  precisely  what  experiences  as  do  blade  people?* 
e-gX  not  the  way  to  deal  with  issues  that  happened  in  this  mghtmariah  in-  Moore  asked  in  his  statement  "... 
n-ou,  you  do  not  agree  with.  The  fife  and  extent,'  Moore  saii  The  Fergu-  [W)e  will  need  churches  that  are 
tosee  legacyof  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  sou  crisis,  he  aid,  *ia  one  of  lev-  not  divided  up  along  carnal  pat- 
ide,  Jr  .  tea  testimony  of  what  can  hap-  eralinjust  the  past  couple  of  years  tems  of  division-  by  skin  color  or 


B*~“M  ares  direct  resuk  of  the  noo-vio-  “In  the  pubHc  arena,  we  ought  sur»£io)mffiejotomgtogether 

B  l  YH  tM^aCrt  the  verdict  m  lent  protest  of  Dr.  King  and  those  to  recognize  that  it  o  empirically  of  those  who  may  have  nothing 

Zj*.  W^lwWsad.  Tte  ■  SF^Sm  case  acre*  whoWSfdwithhimduringthe  true  that  Afrfoso-Americm  men  dre  in  common  brt  Ae  imme  3 

MOORE  ctvfl  rights  movement"  are  more  Fkriy,  by  virtually  every  God,  ffie  blood  of  Christ  and  the 

church  must  be  a  cate;  MOORE  tixSoaa*n>  Baptet  crvu^praraivem^  n^g^mbean^  sentenced,  unity  of  the  Spirit.  When  vw  know 

fa*  .  in,  a  nm  nfthr  f>ri  timt  mtnf  of  lie  of  the  SBC  &  Religious  executed,  or  murdered  than  their  one  anerther  as  brothers  and  sis- 

our  land  thrtwffliMrS^iS^S  were  in  the  courtroom  to  hear  the  Liberty  Commission  foNrSv  white  pee^M^»kL''^am-  ^we  v^  start  tortmd  up  and 
how  we  honor  God,  our  Creator  testimony  before  the  grand  jury,  ville,  issued  a  statement  shortly  net  shrug  that  off  with  apathy"  hut  speak  up  for  one  another. 

Baptists  offer  solace,  shelter  during  Ferguson  days  of  rage 

FERGUSON,  Mo.  (BP)  -  Stoney 
Shaw,  pastor  of  First  Church  in 


Jy,  First  Church  and  conciliatory  action  to  our  feet, 
ther  churches  in  the  “Our  churches  in  and  around 
its  doors  to  school-  Ferguson  have  served  as  the 

_ n.  The  local  school  hands  and  feet  of  Jesus  to  an  an- 

Av«A«H  to  cancel  classes  guished  community,  and  for  that 
4  because  of  the  violence  we  are  deeply  grateful,"  Yeats 
lowed  the  announcement  said  ‘Our  prayer  is  that  the  Lord 
rand  jury  decision  Parents  brings  to  every  heart  the  peace 
II  needed  tu  work  dropped  that  passes  all  understanding  so 


further 


officer  Darren  Wilson  in 


raKl_, _ _ _ ideart  would  be  this  thefr  tods  off  at  thednrrch.  confi-  that  we  set  ourmmds  hononrij 

the  waytt  was,’ Shaw  ssSd  bad,*  Shaw  told  The  Pathway  dem  that  they  would  be  c 

.Although  First  Church  was  news  journal  of  the  Missouri  Bap-  and  fed,  Shaw  recounted 
untoucl  red  by  protesters,  Shaw  tist  Convention.  Tm  very  upset  at 

said  evidence  of  violence  from  our  lcccl  --i  rtrtc  r -  . 

the  night  of  Nov  24  surrounds  allowing  looters  to  bum  and  loot 
the  downtown  church  build-  First  Church  has  served  as  a 
ing:  The  Walgreens  across  the  house  of  prayer  for  people  from 
street  was  looted  and  set  ablaze  across  the  state  and  nation.  In 
while  an  abandoned  KFC  next  September,  the  National  Day  of 
to  the  church  was  pockmarked  Prayer  bus,  sponsored  by  the  Na- 
bv  bullets.  tional  Day  of  Prayer  Task  Force. 

Shaw  and  other  Missouri  Bap-  stopped  at  the  church  and  led  a 
tist  leaders  have  worked  with  city  prayer  service  for  the  community 
officials,  community  members,  at  part  of  its  34-day  tour  through 
and  protesters  since  Brown's  hi  rtates  coast  to  coast. 


nt  that  they  would  be  cared  for  Him  in  the  midst  of  every  storm." 

^  ^  “ _ \  Mark  Snowden,  tbe  slate  con- 

_ _  _ _ John  Yeats,  executive  direc-  vention's  evangehsm/disoipleship 

local  and  state  authorities  for  tor  of  the  Missouri  Baptist  Con-  strategist,  said  he  hopes  events  in 

”  *  vention,  said  “Missouri  Baptists  Ferguson  will  change  the  commu- 

are  united  in  prayer  for  the  peo-  nity  and  nation  for  the  better 
pie  of  Ferguson  /  “My  prayer  before  the  Loiti 

"While  rt  is  dear  that  the  grand  is  that  racial  reconciliation  will 

jury  decision  cannot  possibly  sat-  lead  Missouri  Baptists  to  a  new 
isfy  everyone,  Christians  can  com-  revival  in  their  walk  with  Christ," 

_ L  - _ - -1-  -_J  n„.  fn  Qrwurion  Cate)  “and  rTLRV  tHelt  fP- 
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I'"*.*  ***  toat  ,here  was  more 
attention  given  to  the  problem* 
°!  5?“*  P°llat>on  than  we  hear 
aoout  these  days.  Of  course,  we’ve 
moved  on  to  other  problems  and 
other  pollutions  that  have  become 
more  significant  and  more  important 
th«n  just  loud  sounds  of  trucksand 

X,  maybe  we>J“t  gotten 
#*ed  to  the  noise  and  the  noise  m» 
H* its  toll  There  m TcSSL 
®  *ot  of  people  who  t'nnoo*. _ i 


download  thousands  of  songs,  putear 

It  “r  channel».  Sd« -rank 

P°lnt  where  you  can’t  hear 
?urroundjng  you,  but  may 


tl-A®  %  Blble-  noise  is  a  fascinating 

S5rW5?w=£- 

m?  rw** there  ac***«to»  going  * 
cour?**  the  closer  he  fat  tie 
”°I!  h'  that  the  something 

“n  here  was  not  good.  Noise 

to  M^HTJIi00  whei?  Paul  went 
w  Mtrj  lull  and  was  gome  to  sneak 
An  mterestine  v^nu*  in 


Getting  Used  to  the  Noise 

Hmo  f _ _  • 


'What  wDl  this  babbler  sap"  (17: 18) 

w«^°jr  Pte*ch>ng  the  Gospel, 
was  treated  by  those  who  came  and 
«t  around  listening  to  new  idea*  u 
*«  e”°re  than  just  a  noise  maker 
I  suppose  everv  nmaake.  La _ 


£MS3  ***  in  the  same 
light’  a  babbler,  a  noise  maker  while 

t.-L_  P^woti^  there  are  so  many  dif- 

X  SKSTfS’ln’i? 


^nt  to  steep  that  night  it  was  peace 
fill  and  quiet  but  in  the  middle^the 

infthm^laW*teed  by  a  train  com- 

!??  jhttjugh  my  bedroom.  That’s  what 

th™  Ii»ke’i,SOunded  ,ike  and  what  I 
thought  whenever  I  woke  up.  Literally 
die  house  was  shaking  and  the  win-  * 
dows  were  rattling  and  the  train  was 
blowmghis  whistle  and  it  sounded  like 
J*  'J?afa9out  two  feet  from  the  outside 
wall  of  the  house.  It  was  farther  than 
'l  ?lddle  of  the  night  it 

I^k^dihh^kfi,tileplace-  The  next  day 

don't  hwitkiheniji], 


u»w«S5ti3,:KSK, 

example,  here  in  central  Mississippi 
on  the  first  day  of  the  month  at  iPP 
o  clock  noon  the  weather  sirens  go 
a  tMt  and  I  must  confess  every 

2f  the  I50nth  jt  always  gets^ 

my  attention  and  nnmptima-  .uJr.i. 


“«*e  aon  t  even  notice  it  *  1 
yippoae  there  are  times  when  just  eet- 

to*  »o«  u  a  JSiSff 
tonoiiS<th« S  Wb^i?v* *often  used' 


BiB-L*  i  OC  i  IP  FT  it; 


Alter  1  near  it  for  just  a 

m<‘ nth*’  I^‘“ it,a  toe  first  mf  the 

tern  *n.  ,nd  tbey  ,estin*  the  sys¬ 
tem.  But,  in  a  spiritual  kind  of  wav 

fcr  .**2S?  when  th*  noise  of* 
ilarSd?  WIth.a  tr*gic  sound  or  an 
audd*n'y.  and  while 
we  should pay  attention,  many  peoole 

f  "  ,hou*h  has  2*°P  e 
spintual  alarm  system  whereby  He 
tries  to  get  our  attention.  Maybe  it  is  a 
has  struck  or  a  /eMh  tha? 
has  taken  place  or  a  visit  to  the  doctor 

and°there’s  th  *  *Udden  downtunis 
fife  qSu,' ',$*  accompanying  crash  in 
nois^  tli,,  .k* that  on  oeeaaion  those 

.reTm^^g7o1^e“’ 

•R°ri°  l«>k  up'and*' 

y^“S^?ehMen,nfat'd 


medicare 

Supplement 


SAVE  up  to 

4Q% 

O’lVfire  Financial 
f  Services 
^*1^800.844_3254 


MS  POSITIONS 


On  the  other  hand,  we  need 
to  pay  attention  to  the  soft  stir- 
ring  noise  around  us.  The  Bible 
describes  God  speaking  to  us  some¬ 
times  in  a  still,  small  voice.  For  most 
parents  and  indeed  all  mothers,  a 
baby  can  whimper  in  the  middle  of 
the  night  and  those  sounds  are  like 
shouts  into  her  ear  though  they  are 
just  gentle  groaning.  The  mother  is 

drum  the  longer  you  hear  it  and  the 

1  S^I[n'speairintsu^fn1ltouc|tl31isfjUt 

*°  get  our  attention.  1  g 

Thin  may  sound  strange  but 

In1*  i.™Portan* to  U*ten  to  the 
silent  stop  noises  of  life.  Some¬ 
times  we  get  so  used  to  the  roar  of  the 
noise  when  it  stops,  the  silence  esn 
Poby0.u  hy  ^to  ears  and  the  silence 

be?  We  1  ?,Pk*k  t0  y0U»-  How  «”  that 
'« hsppens.  Maybe  it  hap- 

y°“  W“en  you  *ost  someone 

vouMy,^me°ne  moTed  out  “d  left 
y°“;  a5a3*e  for  some  it’s  the  empty 
°“t-  **•« jltouse  has  become  so  quiet 
yoKu““,d  hea,t  the  silence.  It’s  not 
f  bad  hme  to  let  God  reorder  things 

wwjMteHKr 

The  bottom  line  is  this  -  in  what- 
ever  way  and  whatever  meth<xi  5«i 
is  not  just  trying  to  fill  our  lives  with 
£«ri„»W1DtS  118 10  be  senaitfvITto 
?  V0,ce>  H>»  csre  for  us.  To- 


J  “Heai 


Hearing  is  Believing 


22!"  Jr*™  »  wtmt  «M> 

10  Mr  siantay  Pos,  2K  Carter 

J!?  31103  ”  mm,k’ 

gy^yp^lQfahoo.coai 


5*UU(tEL  CMuaCH 
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JftoMt*  FOa  A  FUU  TWE  FAS- 
IP*-  ^sws  sand  to:  Uagnolu  Bwtlst  I 

ywan,  Lswa.  US  MASfl 


sejMces 
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Attorneys  at  Law 
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2/1 6/01 

MR.  HADDON  BLEDSOE 
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LANTHIP  CHURCH,  BRUCE.  hosted  a  recaption  honoring  Robert  Earl  Alexander  for  his 
50  years  of  service  as  pastor.  Shown  are  Alexander  with  deacons  Bobby  Sexton  and  Benny 
Barefield. 


HOPEWELL  CHURCH.  BUDE.  has  a  brand  new  Children  in 
Action  group.  The  children  made  donation  cans  on  World  Hunger 
Sunday  and  collected  money  for  the  Global  Hunger  Relief  Fund. 


BUNKER  HILL  CHURCH.  COLUMBIA,  awarded  perfect 
attendance  pins  Nov.  16.  Shown  are  Iva  Mae  Salmon,  1  yr.; 
Sheron  lowerey,  2  yr.;  Wande  Grice,  Myrtis  Robbins,  and 
Randy  Gardner,  3  yr.;  and  Isabel  Shivers  &  Jiles  Gnce,  4  yr. 


WT.  PtSOAH  CHURCH.  CARROLL  COUNTY.  muBCH  MERIDIAN 

held  a  note  burning  for  a  complete  renovation  and  CENTRAL  CHURCH,  MERIDIAN, 

enlargement  of  their  sanctuary  in  addition  to  two  hono^.G*°'®*  E"®'®  f°r.2^^^n1  °8 
new  Sunday  School  rooms. The  $250,000  project  was  senr.ce  as  church  MMumr  Shown  are 
declared  debt  free  in  two  years.  Lanny  Haley,  pastor,  pastor  Gary  Blair  and  Eagle. 
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MORRISON  CHAPEL  CHURCH,  CLEVELAND,  held  a  note  burning  on  their  new  sanctuary 
and  Sunday  School  rooms.  Shown  are  deacon  chairman  Greg  Jackson,  pastor  JohnThomas, 
Joyce  Aycock,  Betty  Junkin,  Vickie  Smith,  Sonya  Burchfield,  and  Donald  Gant. 

In  other  Church  News: 

►  The  Scott  County  Homeschoolers  served  at  the  Carlisle  Crisis  Center,  aminustry  nft^Scott 
County  Association.  Nov.  20.  The  group  of  25+  cleaned,  stocked  shelves,  and  prepared  items  to  be 
ready  when  needed.  The  center  provides  to<xi  and  clothing  assistance  to  families  in  need 
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ous  court 
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BAN 

coot,  from  p.  1 

continue  to  pray.  This  ruling 
9?®*  no^  become  effective  un- 
til  the  two-week  stay  is  lifted 
Pray  that  the  Fifth  Circuit  will' 

,  continue  Judge  Reeves’  sUy 
until  the  case  works  its  way 
through  the  court  appeals  pro¬ 
cess  and  until  they  decide  the 
othe~  jJated  cases. 

“Secondly,  it  is  imperative 
that  we  continue  to  evangelize 
the  whole  world  regardless  of 
color,  race,  creed,  or  sexual 
orientation.  Also,  we  must 
rontinue  to  preach  and  teach 
Biblical  truths  to  our  congre- 
‘on*/  *°  °UT  culture,  and 
particularly  to  our  children. 

We  should  never  apologize  ' 
or  refrain  from  declaring  Sat  I 

marriage  is  between  a  man  and  I 

a  woman.  And  finally,  every  I 
w>rd  and  every  action  should  i 
Jdways  be  motivated  by  love  for  | 
God  and  love  for  His  creation.*  f 
Mississippi  voters  approved  U 
Amendment  l  of  2004  by  a  * 
72%  margin  (86Via%).  the  ! 
amendment  was  codified  as  f 
Artcle  XTV,  Section  263A  of  Ll 
j  Mississippi  Constitution  ? 
and  states: 


wuld  never  apologize  or  refrain  from 
it  rnamage  is  between  a  man  and  a 
finally,  every  word  and  every  action 
*  be  motivated  by  love  for  God  and 
love  for  His  creation  “ 


•*■*“*•*•  director  of  the 


patchwork  of  judicial  rulings 


5Tr  °Pi;ca‘5  a‘  uie 
Fifth  Circuit  from  the  states  of 
Texas  and  Alabama.  The  Sixth 
Circuit  in  Cincinnati  recently 
overturned  lower  court  rulings 


and  upheld  same  sex  marriage 
bans  in  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Mich¬ 
igan,  and  Tennessee. 

Observers  have  said  the  is¬ 
sue  is  likely  headed  to  the  U.S 
Supreme  Court.  Any  ruling  by 
the  nine  justices  there  would 
be  applied  nationwide. 


BANGLADESH 

com.  from  p.  I 

aamrding  to  the  20  u  census, 
with  Hindus  making  up  9.5% 
of  the  total  population.  Most 
of  the  remainder  is  Christian 
(largely  Roman  Catholic)  and 
I  Tneravada-Hinayana  Bud¬ 
dhist.  There  are  small  num- 
bers  of  Shia  Muslims,  Bahais, 
animists,  and  Ahmadiyya  Mus-’ 


Urns-  The  UJS.  government 

“pe<Xlatl0n  8t  ,63'7 

This  story  first  appeared 
m  Morning  Star  News  (www 
MorningStarNews.org),  a 
California-based  indepen¬ 
dent  news  service  focusing 
on  the  persecution  of  Chris¬ 
tians  worldwide  Used  bu 


Marriage  may  take  place 
and  mau  be  vaRd  under  the 
laws  of  this  state  only  be¬ 
tween  a  man  and  a  woman.  A 
marriage  in  another  state  or 
foreign  jurisdiction  between 
*ame  gender, 
regardless  of  when  the  mar- 
took  place,  may  not  be 
^nised  m  this  state  and  is 

Th'  U  S.  is  eurSJn'Sf  .  [ 


Brooks  Ministry  Insurance 


Need  a  light? 

•id.  I  .1111  Hu  lijilit  of  | fie  world, 
hoc \ it  follows  s, ill  not  walk 

in  dm  kncvi  hul  h  ill  hate  the 


l  S”"l""h..n  Hu  following  P!>m  , 
"l,h  ‘■",l  '"Ur  own  <£rds: 


Submission  Guidelines  ^ 


I  I  Old.  I  admit  H1.1I  I  need  ton 
1 1  hate  Mimed, 
ft  -  1  forjjiteness  lor  nit  sins 
i",f*  freedom  from  elcrnift 
death.  1 1  repent. ) 
B  ■  I  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 

■rum  Hie  <0  1..  1 

■  s  si.iH  10  lorgite  lilt  sins 
aiol  io  restore  lilt  relationship 
ui,h  .'on.  .1  believe  in  Jesus.) 
4  l«>  faith.  I  invite  Jesus  <  heist 

. .  are.  from  this  time  on. 

''.ml  to  live  in  a  loving  relationship 
»ilh  Him.  i|  receive  <  heist  as 
nit  Savior  and  I  onl.i 


Th*  Bwxxd  la  a, 

*°d  photographa  of  spedel  event*  a* 

Placa  in  cootmatino  ohurcfws  of  the 


K4M 


JW1 


mm 


III.  1  h,m 'him  he  gait 

.  ‘hililrei,  ..I  t.„d.  even  I., 

...  «no  lieheve  in  his  name."  <J„hn  1:12) 

ho  ll  SouiHi'mi'u  '  o  '""!"  ‘  ,"'sl  '"day. contact  a 

U'h,r"  “■I'MM  rhurch  for  spiritual  guidance. 


deliverance  is  Needed  •  Esther 3:1 

Wick  Broomall  noted,  “Perharw  nr 
Binble 

the  f0fbK 

of  nationalism  and  vindictiveness  crit- 

Context 

JnHah^f7  BC.  Nebuchadnezzar  ended 
W  teehRahvtPendenCe  /erus«lem  fell 

!•  The  Persians  Book  of 
ictators  (See  2  Esther 
3:t-7;  4:1:5;  displays  g 

fit  kl'2?’  Pod^«M- 

to),  but  the  ity  to  work 
>m  until  the  remark-  | 
n  uprising  that  ably  be-  A 
.  hind  the  j 

transpires  when  scenes  fl 

.“c£K',.(NIVh  Pr°ving  it,  ■ 
was  tKp  fink  Ethiopia  (tit,  whetL;  " 
was  the  fifth  monarch  of  the  intend- 

VsSSSS&  *smb 

Have  you  seen  The  300  Spartai 
L^6kL?r  3i*°  (2006)?  If  so,  1 
watched  a  dramatized  excerpl 
suerus  life,  specifically  his  coi 
tary  campaign  against  Greece. 

Connection 

to  "5M*  B^Ber  forces 
to  rethink  the  mundane.  “Mu 


i0^10*'0  Merriam  Webster’s  Col- 

the  world'0^’  WJSSSrb'  H*  eveL  °?:n  better  •» 
practical,  transitory aT?nrHi  S““’  ®ttie,L  Suffield 
y:  commonplace*’ 0I^’  0rdl'  ,le  »  much  when  God  iz  L. ... 

ou  *nd  I  tend  to  discount  or  dis-  dei-HoI”.'?*3  •he  quintessential 
s  that  which  typically  haoDen,  u®  forelF  orP' 

haps,  like  L'liiah  we  (L];JtSFfuSi  hkely  to  be  overlooked  > 

fi  00  fire  fal,ln*  from  the  didate  t 

s*fisr.asaws  ffi 


wtimating  God.  No  one 
“  at  being  subtle. 
--J  penned,  “Lit¬ 
is  in  it!’ 

.  — — — _J  “un- 
•‘P  girl  (2:5-7): 

riooked  or  ODDr»»pH  i  n 


-iSSfiSg 

o  deliver  any  people  erouD  God  mi??  ,and  clueless  about  Ha- 

ther:  Jh^oCbVenan‘ Wlth 

„  t ,  justifying  our  coining  of 

ints  the  term  anti-Semitism.’  The  descen- 

4) |  dants  of  Abraham  “by  faith* 
a  ■  have  fared,  no  betted  t^  reason  whv 

5) »  Jesus  reminded  all  discinles  “In  tk~ 

us"  S ywh7e Tin.  6:3^ 

3).  Sf  “nf  tvSOLkM,fi1°:,7-23; 

„  t  *3.  La.  6:22-23;  2110-1O- 

£ 

Be-  Conclusion 

Wd  week*bfessnn0  flf  **  !he' ^  <*  next 
weea  s  lesson.  The  rest  of  the  storv  re- 

we  rVHaJm»hlf  the  might  of  the  mundane 
C  Ifi  ’.  was  ,no  match  for  the  subtle 
L-  of  the  spiritual  (Esther) 
ire 

fP°rke  . is  professor,  l 
"d  of  Christian  Studies  and  I 

Ml£5SJI>PLColLe9W,nd  a  memos 

Mornson  Heights  Church,  Clinton. 


people  improved  slightly 
were  more  benevolent  di< 
Chr.  36:22-23;  Ezra  1.1-u;  ■ 
6:1;1,5'.  7:i-6,  11-21 
35-36;  9:9;  Neh.  2:1-9, 17- 
Jews  did  not  taste  freedoi 
Maccabean  Revolt,  a 
began  in  167  BC. 

The  story  of  Esther 
Ahasuerus,  also  known 
ruled  “from  India 
NASB).  He  v  ' 
Achaemenid 
The  Persian  Empire).  His 


with  Ivan 


jus,  occurred  requires  no  discern 

fifthe  mTI?  rfcoPui“  his  sovereignty 

^ttouS0f-.KlnU,ia  “  not 

the  substance  of  things 


irfmenf 


The  Shelter  of  God's  Presence 

Weathe'ra'lerts  ha^bee^goinToff^!  Xt'he^Henc^' 
morning.  M?  family  and  Iggathgered  at  Shepherd 

est-  The  LORD  .is.  my 
24,  notice  the  word  is .  i 


Psalm  23:1-6 


he  knew1  The  2*  me  tTide  waters,  He  re- 
knew  The  soul  and  He  leads  me  in  the 

henherHi  Pk'“  l  n«hteousness.  Jesus  said,  “My 

«  not  inFlh.  Sh7S.hea/  ny  Voice- and  1  know  them 
« u  •  ?nd  the>  Wlow  me’  (John  10.27  ESV) 
™  trf.I“e’  He  ,s  J*  is  a  matter  of  placing  our  faith  in  the 

W  cK  *“  trUS!  the  most  He  is  our 

,.£"7  •  t-narles  nurturer,  provider,  guide  Dmtectnr 
r David  wrote,  and  companion.  protector 

o  one  else,  He  There  are  seasons  of  life  when  we 

have  not 
just  been 

nit  with  .1 
rm  htit 


2010.  We  saw  the  tornado  cl, 
over  the  Ebenezer  communi 

ssgs 

your  direction?4  ,0rnad°  U  headed  in  ™  a ' 

he^n?i!le^r?Un.d  Storm  shelter  is  the  herd  To 
best  place  to  try  to  escape  a  tornado  me  He 

But  v^iere  do  you  run  when  the  storms  cares 

of  i’’  8°  10  the  Word  for  me, 

™  God£  He  who  dwells  in  the  shel-  watches 

Ik  W  ^'1  “hide  in  the  Tver  me 

ESVy°^K0|»th‘  (Psalm  91:1  and  pre- 

ESV).  Shelter  or  dwelling  is  something  serves  me 
that  covere  or  protects  from  the  ele-  The  words 
menu  or  danger  As  we  enter  into  this  are  in 
new  quarter  and  sacred  season,  per¬ 
haps  you  need  to  experience  afresh  the 
embracing  presence  of  Christ  in  your 
'fopM|m  *3  i»  known  as  the  most 
familiar,  loved,  quoted  Psalm  and  it 
declares  assurance  of  God’s  continual 
presence.  Take  a  moment  to  dwell  on 

whereshalH fii’fF™70'" and  H>* 
you  nor  forsake  you’  (Heb.  i3:b)  No  makes  me  1,7 
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srr^jr&thssa  tn,eces or even ** 

care  of  Jehovah.’  The  next  piuSe  Ls  rcumst»I»ces  and  choices  w< 

positive  and  abounding  I  sP(iall  nor  oITk  ,n  f he  next  passage,  pondei 
want.  “Those  who  seek  foe  llrd  sh.T  Eve"  'hough  I  walk.. 

not  lack  any  good  thing'  (Ps  3410)  nf  a  h‘ng  indicates  the  steady  advanci 
gratis  sufficient  for  K  d's  ‘end  resolv^T  folM  *2? 

■^SrSS  SSffiSSS^ 
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WEST  MCCOMB  CHURCH. 
MCCOMB,  celebrated  the 
retirement  of  the  debt  on 
the  new  welcome  center/ 
children's  department  Nov. 

18.  There  were  300+  in  atten¬ 
dance  with  the  service  end¬ 
ing  with  a  note  burning  and 
lunch. The  event  coincided 
with  pastor  Vann  Windom's 
10  year  anniversary.  He  was 
presented  with  a  new  Ford 
F150  truck. 


LIFE  SPRING  CHURCH,  SCOTT  ASSOCIATION,  and 
other  area  churches  gave  out  150  food  boxes  after  the  morn¬ 
ing  worship  service  Nov.  22.  Shown  are  some  of  the  families 
receiving  boxes.  Scott  Magnum  and  BoBo  Phillipson,  co-pas¬ 
tors,  Life  Spring;  Gary  Wyatt,  pastor.  North  MorUn  Church. 


(&/uofa  uuiun  welcome  al 

c St.  r€aiAe  um  's'tyiilag* 

k  sacna,  esu  uvacno  cotmawiao  caas  utiumm  count  wtt 


FIRST  CHURCH,  HOULKA,  honored  Wilma  DOUBLE  SPRINGS  CHURCH.  MANTEE, 
Lana  Davis  Oct.  5  with  a  special  reception  rec-  awarded  Wyman  Bishop  with  a  certificate  of 
ognizing  her  service  as  pianist  for  65  years.  deacon  emeritus.  Shown  are  deacon  chairman 
Shown  are  Davis  and  pastor  David  Blackwell.  Billy  Carpenter,  Bishop,  and  pastor  Larry  Odom. 


VICTORY  CHURCH,  BROOKHAVEN.  held  a  Greening  of 

the  Sanctuary  service  Nov.  23  .  Thomas  Wicker,  pastor. 
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